HIGH MISDEMEANOR

When the men were close to the bushes, he
cried out, "This way/' and once they were
under cover, he stepped from behind a tree-
trunk and held them up.
Their surprise was ludicrous, and they looked
from the pistol to each other as though they
were dreaming some dream,
" Put up your hands," said George.
They did so dazedly.
" Now whether I hurt you/' said George,
"will depend upon you. But I want your
coats. Bell, take them off. And their
hats."
To strip them took but an instant.
" Now their boots/' said George. " Cut the
laces. They mustn't be able to run."
In less than two minutes Bell had iheir
boots in his hands.
" And now turn round/' .said George, " and
stand with your face to the wall. March."
As the men obeyed, I saw a slight figure
appear at the head of the steps.
" And now don't move," said George. " I'm
going to stand here and watch you, ^nd fire
at the first that moves. I mean that, mark
you. I'm not going to speak again."
By now Bell and I were wearing their hats
and coats, and I took the dog by the collar
and gave the sign to withdraw.
We did so in silence, only pausing to hide
the boots in a dump of stocks, and when we
ware afl in the salon, I closed and bolted the
sliiittears and shut tbe windows behind,
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